Visiting Church Questionnaire

Worship Arts
Once per semester, Worship Arts students will be required to attend a worship service other than at their own church and write a 4-5 page reflection paper on the service.  The service can be a typical Sunday morning service or a special occasion service, but prior approval needs to be obtained from the teacher.  The paper should be double-spaced, 12 point, Times New-Roman font.  It should include the name, location and denomination of the church, as well as the date and time of the worship service.  Please include the bulletin from the church service attended.
The paper should reflect on what we have learned in class, as well as observations of the worship service attended.  Potential questions to reflect on:

FIRST EXPERIENCE…

1. Describe your experience when you first walked in the church.  What did you see?  What did you hear?  Did you feel welcome?  
WORSHIP SPACE

2. What was the space like?  A traditional “high-church” sanctuary feel?  A modern feel?  A non-sanctuary type feel (gym?)?  How was the space used or not used to create a mood of worship?

SERVICE AND FORMAT
3. What was the order of service?  Did they do any liturgy?  Was it traditional, contemporary or blended?  Did everything flow well?  What were the elements used in the service (C/A, Creed, etc…)?  What elements did they not have?
THEME

4. Was there a theme to the day or a main topic?  Where was this theme evident throughout the service (sermon, readings, music, etc…)?  

MUSIC
5. Was it a full band with multiple singers, a small group with an acoustic guitar, an organ and choir, or…?  How did the instrumentation used in worship contribute to the overall worship experience?  In your opinion, did it feel like a concert with everybody showing off or were they truly worshipping?  What type of music was played?  Was it traditional or contemporary?  Were they familiar songs/hymns?  Was the congregation singing or just listening?

OVERALL EXPERIENCE

6. Did the service follow the four dimensions of worship as we have learned them in class?   How was your overall experience?  Did you like it or dislike it?  WHY did you like it or dislike it?   Would you go back and worship there again?

